Liver cell injury (bodies similar to Lafora's) in alcoholics treated with disulfiram (Antabuse).
Inclusions, structurally similar to Lafora's bodies, are described in the liver cells of three chronic alcoholic patients who stopped drinking after disulfiram treatment. The inclusions were strongly positive with PAS and methenamine silver stains. Shikata stain for HBsAg was negative. On electron microscopy the inclusions are not membrane-bound and contain glycogen beta-granules, secondary lysosomes containing lamellar structures, lipid droplets and filaments; the SER was almost completely lost. In the patient least affected, the cells bearing inclusions were predominantly periportal in location, as is usual in Lafora's disease. In the two other patients the change involved the whole lobule. The possibility of an induced carbohydrate metabolic disorder, which could be due to the disulfiram, a drug that interferes with the activity of several hepatic enzymes is discussed. The presence of appearances suggestive of SER breakdown could also be interpreted as a manifestation of 'disuse atrophy' due to alcohol withdrawal.